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DefinitionsDefinitions
An An ecosystemecosystem is a geographically specified system of is a geographically specified system of 
organisms (including humans), the environment, and the organisms (including humans), the environment, and the 
processes that control its dynamics. processes that control its dynamics. 

The The environmentenvironment is the biological, chemical, physical, is the biological, chemical, physical, 
and social conditions that surround organisms.and social conditions that surround organisms.

When appropriate, the term When appropriate, the term 
environment should be environment should be 
qualified as biological, qualified as biological, 
chemical, physical, and/or chemical, physical, and/or 
social.social.
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Photosynthesis occurs primarily in waters less than 
200 meters deep, which make up about 7% of the World’s Oceans

below 200 m, nutrients accumulate and must be
brought to the surface in order to support production
- by upwelling & currents



Scales and Observations



Regional Climatology Affects Ecosystems



Interactions Between Physical &
Biological Components of Ecosystems



Harvesting Affects Distributions & Abundances of Species
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